AMENDMENTS TO THE SPECIFICATION 

Please insert the following section heading at page 1, line 3: 
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Please replace the paragraph beginning at page 1, line 24, with the following 
rewritten paragraph: 
SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is an object of the present invention to further develop a blocking apparatus in accordanc e with 
the pr e amble o f claim 1 for blocking or sealing off a line for transporting preferably hot gases, 
particularly dust laden eases wherein the apparatus is at an open area along the line and a method 
for operating such a blocking apparatus in accordance wi t h the preamble of claim 13 such that 
more economic use of a blocking apparatus of this type and of a method of this type for 
transporting a hot gas, optionally laden with - in particular fine - solid particles, is possible. 

Please replace the paragraph beginning at page 1, line 33, with the following 
rewritten paragraph: 

In accordance with the apparatus of the invention, this object is achieved by the characte r izing 
clause of claim 1 a sealing element at the open area of the line and a movable closure body which 
selectively bears against or does not bear against the sealing element. A rotation device, in 
particular a shaft rotates the closure body. A flexible linkage allows the shaft to move along the 
axis and also perpendicular thereto, and the closure body slides on the sealing element, enabling 
the closure body to be moved bv a spacer. That apparatus is operable and in accordance with the 
a method of the inventio n. A flexible linkage moves the closure body along and perpendicular to 
the axis and against the sealing element t his object is achieved by th e characterizing clause of 
claim 13 . 

Please delete the paragraph beginning at page 7, line 29 in its entirety. 
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Please replace the paragraph beginning at page 9, line 14, with the following 
rewritten paragraph: 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

One particular embodiment of the invention is illustrated below with reference to a plurality of 
diagrammatic, non-limiting drawings, in which: 

Fig. 1 shows a blocking apparatus for hot gases optionally laden 
with fine solid particles, 

Fig. 2 shows an apparatus for mounting a sealing element for use 
in a blocking apparatus for hot gases optionally laden with solid 
particles, 

Fig- [[3]] 3a shows [[a]] an elevational cross section of closure 
body having a device for actuating this the closure body, 
Fig. 3b is a section A-A on Fig. 3a: 

Fig. [[4]] 4a shows a further preferred embodiment of a blocking 
apparatus, 

Fig. 4b shows the closure body thereof. 

Fig. 5 shows the bearing and sealing of the apparatus for actuating 
the closure body. 

Please insert the following section heading at page 9, line 34: 
DESCRIPTION OF A PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

Please replace the paragraph beginning at page 11, line 29, with the following 
rewritten paragraph: 

Fig. illus t rates Figs. 3a and 3b illustrate a spheroidal closure body 1 8 having a device for 
actuating the closure body, in particular a shaft 19. It can be seen from this illus t rati o n Fig. 3b 
that the closure body has a recess 20 in which the device 19 for actuating the closure body 
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engages. It can also be seen that the shaft is connected in a locking manner to the closure body in 
a direction x, whereas in a direction y, in particular in a direction which is perpendicular with 
respect to the direction of the locking connection, the closure body 18 can move relative to the 
device 19 for actuating the closure body. This ensures an optimum setting of the closure body 
with respect to the sealing element, which is very important in particular in the event of deposits 
occurring, preferably on the sealing element and/or on the closure body itself. The closure body 
18 can be rotated about an axis of rotation z by the device for actuating the closure body 19. 
According to a preferred embodiment of the invention, the direction of the axis x, which 
represents the direction of the locking connection between the closure body and the device for 
actuating the closure body, corresponds to the direction in which the through-flow passage 21 
passes through the closure device 18. 

Please replace the paragraph beginning at page 12, line 15, with the following 
rewritten paragraph: 

Fig. 4 illustrat e s Figs. 4a and 4b illustrate a further particular embodiment of a blocking 
apparatus, the connection between closure body and a device for actuating this closure body 
being produced by means of a free intermediate piece which has a positively locking action in a 
direction (x) and can slide in directions (y) and (z). As can be seen from Fig. 4 Figs. 4a and 4b . 
for the sake of clarity, the spheroidal closure body 22 together with the device 23 which actuates 
it have been illustrated separately in Fig. 4b and outside the actual blocking apparatus, in 
particular the passage which is to be closed off and the corresponding sealing elements. As can 
also be seen from Fig. 4, a spacer is located at the blocking apparatus, in particular at the 
blocking passage, opposite the device for actuating the closure body. Fig. [[4]] 4b illustrates a 
spheroidal closure body 22 having a device for actuating the closure body 23, in particular a 
shaft. It can be seen from this illustration that an intermediate piece 24 engages between the 
recess in the closure body 22 and the device for actuating the closure body 23. It can also be seen 
that the shaft is connected in a locking manner in a direction x to the closure body, whereas in a 
direction y, in particular in a direction which is perpendicular with respect to the direction x of 
the locking connection, the closure body can be moved relative to the device for actuating the 
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closure body. This ensures optimum positioning of the closure body with respect to the sealing 
element, which is of great importance in particular in the event of deposits being formed, 
preferably on the sealing element and/or on the closure body itself, and in order to absorb thermal 
expansions. The closure body 22 can be rotated about an axis of rotation z by the device for 
actuating the closure body 23 via the intermediate piece 24. According to a particular 
embodiment of the invention, the direction of the axis x, which illustrates the direction of the 
locking connection of the closure body to the device for actuating the closure body, corresponds 
to the direction in which the through- flow passage passes through the closure device 22. The 
design with the intermediate piece gives the advantage that the actuating device (shaft) is 
thermally decoupled from the closure element and therefore the conduction of heat into the shaft 
and therefore into the stopper sleeve and bearing of the shaft is reduced. 

Please replace the paragraph beginning at page 13, line 23, with the following 
rewritten paragraph: 

Fig. 5 illus t rates illustrates the sealing and bearing of the device for actuating the closure body. 
The illustration reveals two sealing gaskets. The compression of the sealing gaskets which is 
required is applied by means of an adjustment nut which acts on the upper sealing gasket. The 
distribution of force between the upper sealing gasket and the lower sealing gasket is achieved 
via a centrally arranged disk spring assembly. The two ball bearings are also held in position via 
spacers. The disk spring gasket means that the prestressing of the sealing gasket is ensured even 
in the event of thermal expansion of the shaft in the axial direction without the adjustment nut 
having to be constantly adapted to the operating states. The figure specifically illustrates the 
device 25 for actuating the closure body [[25]], as well as a metal securing plate 26, a pressure 
disk 27, a closure nut 28, a clamping nut 29, a flat steel anchoring means 30, a first sealing gasket 
31, a pressure disk 32, a first ball bearing 33, a protective cage 34, a spring gasket 35, a spacer 
36, a further ball bearing 37, a further pressure disk 38, a further sealing gasket 39, a further 
spacer 40, and also the device for actuating the closure body 41, in particular the shaft 25, itself. 
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